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This study reports the outcome of an initial implementation of a California law 
permitting mentally gifted high school students to attend a junior college part time. 
The program procedure is described in terms of (1) selection and enrollment, (2) 
discipline. (3) books, (4) matters relating to high school graduation, (5) information for 
parents, and (6) student activities. Of 38 one-semester courses offered to eleventh 
and twelfth grade students. 13 were taken by 12 students from five instructors in 
spring 1968. At the end of the semester, student and faculty responses indicated 
that: (1) all 12 students passed all courses taken, (2) they liked earning college credit 
while enrolled in high school, (3) college teachers favored the program. (4) college 
teachers should visit high schools and give information about theprogram. (5) most 
high school students adjusted well to college life. (6) all administrators wished the 
program to continue with the same careful guidelines, (7) the program should be 
enlarged. (8) students found the courses beneficial. (9) most believed they did as well 
in college courses as they did in high school courses. (10) they did not encounter 
major problems In the transition from high school to college work, and (1 1) their social 
contacts with other high school students continued to be as satisfactory as before 
they enrolled in the program. Approximately 60 students are expected in the program 
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For 8 W«r»X yeara. th« Education £ 3 ^ of the State of California has perultted 
mentally jlfted hlsh eehool attidents to attend college part time. It vas not antU 
1967, houever, tliat th® lav vas amended to include the folloving; 



is 



^ two-y«ar junior college my adElt to th® 

* epecial p*rt~tlae student my 11 th or 12 th grad* 
high school student whose edalsaloa Is recoassended by hit high school 
principal* A principal of a high school way recowmend high school 
^ud«nt« M a special part-time student pursuant to rules and regulations 

^be governing board of the district laalntainihg 
of s high scliool shsll not recomaend a 
Lf 19 ^? students in excess of 15% of the total number of 

recomme^tion*^^^* students enrolled in the high school at the time of 






io 






attendance of the student at a junior college as * epecial 

**“?““*^ section is authorized attendance and 

credit for junior college caurses which he 

^ T* “**®“ *® **'« ® « 8 «latly enrolled junior 

college unless, upon agreeaent of the two districts, the student 

receives high school credit for the courses completed. 



li) 



part-time student shall attend high school classes 
for at least th* olniswa school day.” (Ch 1719)^ 
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PUNS AHD EROCEDURES 

Because Palo Verda High School is iwoediately adjacent to Palo Verde Colleg*, 
transporution for students posed no major obstacles to the implementation of an ■ 
Advanced Placement Program. Therefore, plans were made to explore the possibility 
of offering an experimental program during the spring of 1968. Administrators and 
counselor* from the high school and college levels held exploratory meetings to 
determine the advisability of offering certain college classes for a Umited number 
of 12 th grade students at the high school. 

Detail* of the plan were worked out in joint conferences. Finally, on 
January 9, 1968, the plan was presented to the Board of Education of the Palo Vsrdc 
Unified School District and the board approrved the impleaantatiott of the proposed 
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Advanced Placaosnt Progra® plan which read m follows; 

ADVAKCED PLAggHKHT ; PALO VERDE HIGH SCHOOL 
AMP PALO VE8PB COLLEGE 



I* SgLZCTION AMD BSIROLIJiSMT 

A. Only Palo Verde High School juniora and seniors petitioning for 
college classes or receiving a teacher's recosBaendation for the 
program will he considered. 



B. After a teacher recomaende that a student be admitted to the program 
in a specific oubject area, the student's application will be reviewed, 
approved, or disapproved by a Palo Verde High School counselor. 

lo Ko Palo Verde High School student will be accepted at Palo 
Verde College without written approval from the counselor 
and the principal. 

2« The Palo Verde High School counselor will send a form to 
the college indicating whether the student has been 
approved for; 

a. Credit for high school graduation 

b. College credit 

3, College and high school instructors will consult with each 
other about the adequacy of the badcground of the prospective 
student to ccaplete successfully the college class of his 
choice. Any Palo Verde College instructor nay refuse to 
accept e student who, in the instructor's opinion, is 
unprepared for the class requested. 

C. Students will be regularly enrolled at Palo Verde College. 

1, Recorda for those enrolling for college credit will be main- 
tained in the following manner: 



a. Transcripts will be kept in the Palo Verde College 
file as for all regularly enrolled students. 

b. Transcripts will be forwarded without cost to Palo 
Verde High School at the end of each semester for the 
student's permanent record. 

2. A statement of work completed for those enrolling for high school 
credit will- be forwarded to the high school at the end of each 
seiseater. 



XX. DISCIPLINE 



A. High school students asalgned to Palo Verde College for specific clasaea 
will be treated aa regular college students during that period. 

1. High school students will not be allowed to return to the 
high school campus during the period when they are assigned 
to Palo Verde College. 



o 
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2. When they ate not aaaigiiad to college claeaes, e.g,, Tuesday 
and Thursday and on Kond<^, Hadnesday and Friday, they will 
be given the sane freedom as that allowed for regular 
college students* 

B* Students will follow the rules of the caag>«s to which they are 
assigned* 

C* The continuation of high school students in the Advsneed Placement 
Prcgraai will depend upon their suceets In regular high school 
clsssea* 



in* BOOKS 

!• Palo Verde Bigh School will pay for college teastbooks used by high 
school students earning high school credits. 

2* High school students earning college credit will pay for their own 
textbooks. 

3* Parents will be advised in advance of theee arrangeaonts so that 
they nay be aware of their responelbllltles. 

mictrs rslatihg xa SS scBoot (aaamTimi 

A* Credits for Palo Varde High School Graduation 

1* Contact hours at Palo Verda College will be rounded to 5 
or to the nearest siultiple of 5 for the purpose of giving 
high achool credlta* 

2. Only thosa courses taken at Palo Verde High School will 
count towards honors at Palo Verde High School. Those 
courses taken at the college for Wgh school credit will 
be counted in deteralning grade point everege* If a 
student is on a 4 or 5 period ninlEsux day because he is 
attending college classes to gain college credit, honors 
will be based on the grade point average earned in the 
student’s courses tsksn at tha high school. 

3* California Scholarship Federation-*oCollege Courses 

(California Scholarship Faderation Handbook) ; ”In view 
of tha fact that nany high school students are now taking 
college courses for college credits esud it does not seem 
right to penalise thm for taking advanced work, the Board 
of Directors has formulated the following schedule regard" 

Ing the swarding of CSF points for grades earned In such 
classes. It should be noted that these college courses 
must be in place of one or more high school subjects in 
addition to a normal maxlaua high school class load.” 



SehtdtiZt for college cour8«j!i taken by a high school ctudtnt: 
Units of Collogo Points Toward CSP 



Credit Granted 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 



Grads A 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 



Grade B 

3.3 
2.7 

2 . 

1.3 
.7 



V, momTioH m parists 

Parents of those etudento being considered for this prograa will have the fore« 
going Infoiaatlon explained in a iftlneographod letter. Before a etudent enters a 
program, he oust return the letter signed by his parent and himself. The letter will 
be placed in the student's permanent record. Returning the signed letter does not 
autonetically insure admittance to the program for the student. 

STODBMT ACrmTIBS 

Students in this program are ineligible to purchase Palo Verde Junior college 
Associated Student Body cards . Stiidents in this program are not eligible to 
participate in college actlvitlee not open to other Palo Verde High School students.^ 
COgBSB^ PALO aiGB SCHGOL STCDKSTS DURING SPRING 1968 

The Board of Education of the Palo Verde Unified School District approved the 
follotrlng courses propoeod for the Advanced Placenent Prograa on January 9, 19158: 



Basic Aeronautics 
Animal Hoehandry 
Agricultural Harketing 
Para Machinery 

Art History 6 Appreciation II 
Lifa Scittttct Survey 
Introduction to Business Low 
^PplAg XI 

Typing III & Machine Transcription 
Office Procedures . 

Shorthand II 

Shorthand III 

General Cheedatry 

Spacial Probltms of Chemistry 

Introduction to Education 

CosHunlcatlon Skills 

Orientation 

Clothing Construction I 
Western Civilisation II 



Political A Social Blctory of DSA II 

Aaierican History 

Kan aud Bis Cultures 

Human Relations 

Bu8lnf(ss Hathematics 

Gasoline Power Units 

Drive Line 

Music History & Appreciation I J» II 
Health Sducatioo 
Introduction to Physical Science 
Crimioal Lav 

Administration of Justice 
first Aid 

America! Political Instlt itiont 
General Psychology 
Htaum Behavior 
Introduction to Sociology 
Elementary Spanish IX 
Intermediate Spanish X 
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HIGH SCHOOL STOOHITS gWtOLLZD AT PALO VERDE COLLEGE 
TMch<Kft and couaaalora ac PaXo Varda High School dlarributed £or«a to 12tb grada 
atud«nta» explaining the objectlvea atid purpoa«ia of the Advanced Placement Progm to 
ba hold at Palo Verde Collega during the spring of 1968. Students were ashed to take 
these forms home and to discuss the contents with their parents. After a suitable 
time had alapaed^ student# ware aakod to Indicate «diether they were interested In 
taking clasata dtirlng tha spring semester* Follovlng the screening process as out- 
lined in the plan for ths Advanced Placement Program, tvelve students were officially 
tnrollad in collaga classes for collage credit during the spring semester* The 
student population vas composed of nine girls and three boys. Elever. of the students 
sslected only one course, and ona student selected two. The courses selected by the 
high school studcnte were as follows t 

Art History & Appreciation XX History XI 

Chemlatry 40 Home Economics 

Education X Hechanics 61B 

Political Sclanee 41 
Psychology X 
Sociology I 

All Advanced Placement students were placed in classes with regular college 
students, and thsse classes were taught by regular college instructors. 

During tha coursa of the semester, college Instructors were asked to keep ths 
college admlnlstretion advised of any dlffleulties that students in this program 
might be having. Only ona Instructor Indie^ited that ona high school girl wee hiving 
acadsadc difficulties. It must be rtmeiibsr<id that thsse students were not primsrily 
salscted for their academic ability. They vers considered on the basis of maturity 
and adaptability as well. 



FXHPXHGS OF QOBSTKHmi&B TO APVAKCEP PLACEMK3T STODEHTS 
At the coneluaion of tha semester work, questionnaires were distributed to high 
school students in this program to determins their opinions about their experiences. 
The questionnaire, called 'Programs Initiated by Institutions of Higher Lesmlag 
for High School Students of Calif omia," was answered by simply checking yes or no. 







Although the limitutloni liduarent in such qcistlon&sirc&sre obvious, it was fslt 
that ths xesulf;s would bs ussful. 



STPPKIX C HECK SHEKT 

Questlozu^ Yes 



mm v» m k, iww « wr^ . > ■ i ■ i~ BgaiigiP»gp^»Jw^»^ ' >^ iiii w » m wi j ii« u 4 »* ^ » . i « , Ma«v< 

!• While you were enrolled in high school, were you able 

to tehe the college«*level courses you vented? 11 

2* Were you pemitted to enroll in as many of thsise college- 

level courses as you wanted? 4 

3. Do you feel that college-level courses for high school 

studeate are worthwhile? 12 

4« Do you believe that greater nuaber of students of 

superior ability should participats? 12 

5. FoUovlxig high school graduation, do you intend to enroll 
in the college or university id&ich you attended part- 

time before high school graduation? 6 

6. Do you plan to be graduated from the college or 

univeraity at which you enrolled before high school 
graduation? 5 

7. Did you participate in college-level co-eurricular 

activitiea before your graduation froa high school? 1 

8* Were your social contacts with hi|^ school students 
adequate when you were attending college-level 
clasaas part-tlaa before high school graduation? 11 

9. Do you feel that the teachers for your college- 
level claasea were well qualified to teach high 
school atudents? 12 

10 • Did you enjoy being in classes with regular college 

students? 12 

11* Do you think college-level classes for high school 
studsnts help t^se students tuke a better adjust- 
ment to fuH-tlae college work? 12 

12. Do you feel that your college-level courses gave 

you a chance to express your individuality? 12 

13. Did the teachsrs of these college-level courses 

give enough individual attention to each student? 11 

14. Do you feel that you had more freedom in college- 
level classes than you did in regular high school 

classes? 12 






Wo 



tmmmMvm 



1 

8 

0 

0 



6 



7 

11 



1 



0 

0 



0 

0 

1 



0 
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<taMtiOAs 



Tea 



No 



IS* Did your eoll«gft->l«^tX coursos provlio iisp2.« tisie 
fotr indopoadoiit ttudy? 

16* Voro your coUogt-levol couroM sor« ttlaalatinf 
and challenging than yonr regular high achool 
couraaa? 

• 

17* Do you faal that your coUtge*leval elastaa had laaa 
raglnantation than your' high achool claaaea? 

IS* Vaa alxing with other pupils adequate in collage^ 
level clataaa? 

19* Do you feel that there eaa. too each repetition of 
high achool aubject natter in your coliege»level 
couraaa? 

20. Did you receive aufilciant counaeling ehile you vere 
enrolled in coUege^-lovel couraaa? 

21* Did you notice a change in attitude of regular high 
achool atudenta towarda atudenta taking college"* 
level coureea? 

22* Has tranapor ration to and from college-level claaaea 
a problen to you? 

23* Do you feel that you did aa well in eoUege*leval 
couraea aa you did in regular high achool couraea? 

24* Do you feel that aelecting college-level couraea 
in high school forces a student to detemine hie 
college major too soon? 

25* Did you receive full college credit for your 
college-level couraea? 

26. Did you finish the ccureea required for a high 
achool diplona befora you tnrollad in college- 
leval couraaa? 



n 



12 



8 1 

anavtr) 

12 0 



10 



11 



12 



12 



12 



12 



11 



27* Did you aneountar any aajor probltna aaeoeiated 
with your participation in thla program? 



12 
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Too atudenta indicated that the change from high achool study tmbita to collage 
•tudy habits was a major problem for them* One student replied that "at first a few 
of the freshmen 'punka* didn't accapt our being thare**' Another student said that 
"nettings at tha high school occasionally occurred at the same tine as my college 

cUsa." 



Scv«n 8 tud«at 0 likod th« freedoa and Indeptsdence found in college classes and 
Indicated that they aost enjoyed thl« aspect of participating in college*lcvel 
claesea. One atudent enjoyed the fact that he knew what was to be done before it wee 
due end that he had no vorriee about fitting different class studies together. One 
student indicated that the most enjoyable part of his college-level class was the 
interesting and challenging material. Other comments made by students included the 
followings 

a. "My college class sustained »y Interest in school.” 

b» "I was able to acquire college credits towards my college degree.” 

c. ”I found the teaching to be stiaulating and interesting.” 

d. ”1 most enjoyed a greater choice in curriculum.” 

e. ”I enjoyed working for «y own benefit.” 

Students were asked to suggest ways for improving these programs and the following 
comments were received: 

a. "I liked the program the way it is.” 

h. Four students would continue and expand the opportunity. 

Co ”I would permit students to take more courses.” 

d. ”I would improve this program by not having the student bound to 
high school rules." 

e. "Planning for this program should start in the 9th grade.” 

f. "College teachers should visit high school classes and speak to 
juniors and seniors about this program.” 

PINDIMGS OF FACUm QUESTIONMAIRB 

Following the conclusion of the first sesestor of the Advanced Placement Program^ 
college tcachera were asked to evaluate the program through a simple check list. The 



results of this check Hst are given below: 

F^OLTF CHECK LIST 

Questions Yes Mo 

1. Do you feel that the high school students admitted to 

your classes did as well as regular college students? 4 1 

2* Would you willingly accept advanced placement students 

from the high school in your classes next year? 5 0 

3. Do you feel that this program should be expanded? 4 1 

4* Have high school students in this program anxieties 

about college-level work? If so» please elaborate. 1 4 

They fear the competition of college students. 
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. Questions 


Yes 


No 


5 . 


Have you any suggestions to improve the administration 
and coordination of this program? 


2 


3 




Have student talk with instructor before 








beina admitted: clearer methods of reporting 






• 


attendance. 




• 


6. 


Do you feel that the criteria used in selecting high 
school students for college«*level classes were 
satisfactory in terms of the success of high school 
students in your classes? 

If not, do you have any suggestions? 


3 


2 




None. 






7. 


Were your advanced placement atudents prompt in turn- 
ing in long-term assignments? 


5 


0 


8 ; 


.Would you he willing to accept more high school 
students in your classes next year? 


5 


0 


9 . 


Was the social' adjustment of the high school students 
in your class satisfactory? If not, please list 








difficulties. 


4 


1 




One student didn’t adiust well. 






10. 


Did high school students ever indicate that attending 








college-level classes prevented them from participating 
in activities at the high school level? 


0 


5 


11. 


Was the class attendance of high school students 
satisfactory? 


4 


1 


12. 


Do you favor allowing high school students the 
opportunity of taking certain cblltge-levcl courses 
for high school credit? 


5 


0 



In general » all aeibers of the faculty at pido Verde College considered the prograa 
•uccessful. Teachers now look forward to receiving larger numbers of Palo Verde High 
School atudente during the aeaeatera ahead. A reconmendatlon was !oade to continue 
the careful screening process that was iaplenented during the spring semester. 



o 
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or Htca ft fHooL sypoms ih tai 

ABVAUCBD mClMPri PROGRAM 

Aa antljsis of tbo s^^ados that high aeliooX atudanta received In college cXaoeaa 
•liova that the grade range vaa fron ”A** to D»*' with only one atudent receiving "D.** 
The iscsa average of 2»54 on a four-point acale, with an ''A*' 

receiving four points and a one. The chart that follows gives the complete 
hraalodoiin of grades by subject* 



Student 


Male 


Female 


Subject 


Grads 


A 




X 


Sociology X 


B 


B 




X 


Peychology I 


B 


C 




X 


Xducetioh I 


C 


0 


X ' 




Mechanlca 61B 

• 


A 


B 


X 




Maehanice 61B 


B 


P 




X 


Hietory XX 


B 


G 




X 


Borne Bconesics 60 


B 


H 




X 


Art IX 


D 


I 




X 


* 

Psyctiology X 


» 


J 


X 




Chemistry 40 


C 


K 




X 


Education X 


A 


L 




X 


Political Science 41 


C 


• 






Sociology I 


C 



AXALTSXS OF STUDmS* OSADI^ 

SSmnS^aarntmmm vmmms tmmrnMmmmammmmmmmm n ■■i i i m i a iiiiiii 



Student A received a in Sociology X» a college transfer course. During the 
ssBMster this girl was enrolled to Sociology X at the college* she received A*s to 
all of her high achool aubjeeta* which included* Civics* Slemesitary Teaching Aide* 
Phyaleal Education* English Litaratura* and Clerical Practice. 

Student B earned a to Psychology X at Palo Verde College. This grade waa 
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reprtatfttatiya of tbio firl*o hi^ ocliocl gtsd^ durlug the tsat period. Her gredee 
•t the hl|^ school level vere as foUove: 41gehre 2T, "C**; Eoee Economics XV* 

Vlqreicel Kdocstlon, ”B"; Ciylee* Amstsl* no grade; and Creative Writing* **A." 

Student C achieved the grade of **C** in Education I* Introduction to Education. 

Ber high school grades during the senestec in which she wee enrolled at the college 
were as follows: Physical Idueetion* **A”; Bookkeeping I* "C”; Civics, ”B'*; 

Joumallsn I* *'A"; Office Hocblnes, **B"; and Aaerican Problems 2, "A.” Her grade In 
Uucatlon I equalled her lowest grade given by a high school teacher. 

Student 0 received en **A** in Heehenice 61B, a vocational couree. this boy had 
pursued a largely non-acadcalc program at the high school. His high school grades 
during tbs spring semester of hit senior year at Palo Verde High School were as 
follows: Band* "A"; Physical Education* "C"; Civics* ”C”; Journalise I* *'A.*' It 
should bs nbtsd that this student received an '^A" in Auto Essentials during the fall 
samaatar of his senior year. 

Student B earned e "B" In Kechanlcs 61B at Palo Verde College. His high school 
gredts for the same semester were as follows: Civics, ”C”; Physical Education, "C"; 
Auto Shop* **A"; and Algebra 2T* ”B." 

Studant F recalved a grade of "B" in History II at Palo Verde College. She earned 
A'a in all of bar subjacts at the high school level during her senior year. Tha 
subjects that sha took during tha second semester of her senior year Included: 

Physical Education, Civics, A Csppella Choir* Trlgonometry/Analytical^ Geometry, 

English titersture, and Spanish 2. 

Student G earned a grade of *'B” in Home Economics 60, a non- transfer coursa at 

% 

Palo Varde College. Her hl^ school grades during the second semester of her senior 
year were aa follows; Physical Education, "C”; Typing I, Home Economics in, **C”; 
Hodem Americein Lltarature* V; Annual, no grads; and United States History* "D." 

Student B earned a grade of "D" in Art History and Appreciation II* a transfer 
course at Palo Verde College. Her high school grades for the spring semester of her 
senior year vere as follows: Physical Education* "B”; Algebra 2T* ”C"; United Ststas 

o ■ 
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Hitt07y» "C”; KodftTQ AMrlcim Llt«ratur«, "B”; and Choaiatry^ "C." Her low grade 
in Art Hlatory and i^praciatlon can Ba partially explained By an irrogulas atten- 
dance pattern* according to the teacher. 

StiMlent X received a grade of "B** in Psychology I* a transfer course at Palo 
Verde College. Her high aehool grades for the sene period were aa follows $ 
french 2* "C"; Phyeieal Kducation* ”B"; Civics, "C"; and English Literature, "B." 

Student J tamed a grade of "C" in Chcnietry 40, a transfer course at Palo Verde 
College. Hie high echool grades for the second seneater of his senior year were aa 
follova: Physical Education, **A”; Biology ^ "C"; Civics, "C*'; and English 
Literature, *'B." 

With the exception of ”B*a** in Phyaieel Education and English Llteratura, 
atudant X received ell "A'a” in ell other high echool subjects during her Junior end 
senior years. During the second seneeter of her senior year, she took Education 1 
at Palo Varde College and earned an "A.** 

Student L received ”C’e" in Political Sciance 41 end Sociology X while the was 
enrolled at Palo Verda College during the spring aenester of 1968. Her high school 
gradea for the same parlod vero as followai Civlca, Physical Education, **C"; 
Praneh I, ^'B"; and Spaniah 3, **C.” These gradaa were significantly lower than the 
gradea she received during her Junior yeer and the first scaester of her senior yeas. 
That her grades were lower iiey,.in pert, be attributed to more difficult subject 
auitter* However, during her senior yc^tr this girl had an emotional involvement 
that was atresaful. 

PLAHS f OR CQMIHG TEAR 

Ttaehars and adaWetrators alike concurred in the opinion that the first sesksater 
of the prograa had been auecessful from the atandpoint of the students. Plans for 
the coBing year Include pemitting larger numbers of eleventh and twelfth grade 
•tudenta to enroll in college courses for which they are p«.cpared. Careful acrecsing 
of students, clots articulation between the high school and the college, and student 
interest are considered to be the iaportant .guidelines for this program, 
o 
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It It exptettd that not sort tbtn tixty ju&lort and ten2.or8 at the high school 
will enroll In this prograa for the fall 1969* Xt it quite probable that the 
ntMber will be mieh lover. 

SV miSCt AHD COWCLUSKHIS 

TvelYt students from ?tlo Ytrdt School successfully passed thirteen 
courses at Palo Verde College during the spring semester 1968. The results of 
questionnaires answered by teachers and students indicated that both teachers and 
students ware satisfied with the program. 

Palo Verde Blgh School and Pelo Verde College cooperated to work out all details 
of the program. The articulation of the program was a growth experience for every- 
onM connected with the program. 

In conclusion, the following might ba pointed out; 

1. That students like the idea of aamins collage credit 
while they are enrolled in high school. 

2. That college teachers are in favor of the program. 

3. That some students believe that inforsaation about 
the program should be given by having college teachers 
visit high school classes. 

4. That most high school students adjusted veil to college 
• classes. 

5. That the administration of the college, together with 
that of the high school, beliavas that the progrea should 
be continued with the ^same careful guidelines that were 
established for the initial ssmester. 

6. That tha program might be made aveilablc to larger numbers 
of high school students as long as the criteria for 
admission are net. 

7. That students find the courses beneficial. 

8. That most high school students believed that they did as 
well in college courses as they did in high school courses. 

9. That high school students did not aitcounter major problems 
in the transition from high school to college work. 

10. That the high school students' social contacts with other 
high school students continued to be as satisfactory as 
they were before the students enrolled in the program. 
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^Edueation Code Suppltmiot, State Callforaia. 1967 

9 

k Ccytiflcated Handbook of Palo Verde Unified School 
Dleitrictr> Blythe. California, 1968 
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